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	Situated in the middle of the Balkan Peninsula, Skopje is surrounded 
by Skopje Montenegro in the north, by Sar in the west, and by Karadzice 
Mountains in the south. It also occupies both sides of the River of Vardar. 
The city is located on a strategically important transition point as it is 
on the roads to Nis-Beograd in the north, to Salonica-Aegean Sea in the 
south through Vardar-Morava Valleys, and to Kossova-Pristina through 
Kacanik Pass1. Being the centre of the Province of Kossova at the time 
of the Ottomans, Skopje, as known, is the capital of the Republic of 
Macedonia today. This paper is intended to touch on the settlement of 
Skopje after it came under the rule of the Ottomans and on the conditions 
of its population up to the 19th century.

*	 Assoc. Prof. Dr. Atatürk University, Faculty of Sciences and Arts, Department of History, 		

Erzurum, Turkey
1	 Nazif Hoca, "Üsküb", ‹slam Ansiklopedisi (‹A). XIII, p. 122; Fehim Bajraktarevic, "Üsküb", 	

Encyclopaedia of Islam (EI). IV, pp. 1109-1110; fiemseddin Sami, Kamusü'l-A'lam II, ‹stanbul 	

1306, p. 932; Herbert W.Duda, Balkantürkische Studien, Wien 1949, p. 15.



Turkish Domination of The City and Its Settlement 	

The city was first recorded as Iskopi in the work of Ptoleme or 
Batlamyus, a Greek geographer. Illirs, Dardans, Romans, Slavs and 
Serbians subsequently dominated it. The Serbian domination lasted for 
110 years, beginning with the Serbian king Milutin II’s (1282-1321) 
conquest of the city and making it the capital of his state2. Skopje showed 
a great deal of development in the time of Stephen Dusan (1331-1355)3. 
Turks, having intensified their attacks in the area and conquered a number 
of cities there, came to be the new master of the area and began their 
raids on the city of Skopje.	

Settled in Balkans in 1352, at the time of Orhan Gazi, Süleyman 
Pasha conquered Gallipoli and its vicinity and localized his forces, which 
he had brought from Anatolia4. Entering the Balkans thusly, the Ottomans 
broadened their ambitions in the region by benefiting from the existing 
state of Byzantium. Edirne was conquered in 1361, which was followed 
by the conquest of Plovdiv in 1363. These conquests accelerated the 
passage of Turkmens into Balkans. Kiustendil was conquered in 1372, 
Stip in 1380, Bitola and Prilep in 1382 and Ohrid in 1385. As for Bulgaria, 
Sofia was conquered in 1385 and Nifl in 1386. The Battle of Kossovo 
in 1389 resulted in the great victory of the Ottomans; unfortunately,
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2	 George Christos Soulis, The Serbs And Byzantium During The Reign of Tsar Stephan Dusan 	

(1331-1355) And His Successors, Washington 1984, p. 43.
3 	 Aleksandar Apostolov, “Sericulture En Macédoine Dans Le Années De L'Avant Querre Et 	

Aprés Elle”, XI. TTKong. (Ankara, 5-9 September 1990), Ankara 1994, c. IV, p. 1408.
4 	 M.Münir Aktepe, “Osmanl›lar›n Rumeli'de ‹lk Fethettikleri Çimbi Kal'as›”, Tarih Dergisi 		

(T D) 1-2 (1949-50), pp. 283-285.
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Murat I (1361-1389) was martyrized at the end of the battle5.	

Turkish conquests spread widely in the Balkans under Bayezit I (1389-
1402), extending its borders to Macedonia, Serbia, Albania and Bosnia6. 
Bayezit I sent Timurtafl Pasha in the spring of 1390 for the conquest of 
the state of Serbia (Lazar-ili) and Evrenos and Pasha Yigit to Kossova7. 
There is a poetic record about this case in Hadidi8. As indicated here, 
Skopje was conquered by Pasha Yigit at the time of Bayezit I. Ottoman 
writers mention this conquest although they do not give an exact date. 
However, the western writers are more explicit about the date of the

5	 Ali Haydar, Kosova Meydan Muharebesi, ‹stanbul 1328, pp. 32-33; M.M. Aktepe, "Kosova" 	

‹A VI, p. 870; Milos Blagojevic, “Military Historical Recontructions of The Battle of 			

Kossovo”, Kosovska Bitka u Istoriografiyi, Beograd 1990, p. 21; Yusuf Halaço¤lu, “Kosova 	

Savafl›”, I. Kosova Zaferinin 600. Y›ldönümü Sempozyumu (Ankara, 26 April 1989), Ankara 	

1992,, p. 31; C L. Huart, "Kosowa" EI II, p. 1143; Ahmet A¤›rakça, “Birinci Kosova Savafl› 	

‹le ‹lgili Kaynaklar”, I. Kosova Zaferinin 600. Y›ldönümü Sempozyumu (Ankara, 26 April 		

1989), Ankara 1992, p. 23;Yüksel Söylemez, “The Turks Place In Europe; A Historic Cultural 	

And Diplomatic Overview”, V. Miletleraras› Türkiye Sosyal ve ‹ktisat Tarihi Kongresi 		

Tebli¤ler, Ankara 1990, p. 682; Halil ‹nalc›k, The Ottoman Empire The Classical Age 1300-	

1600, London 1973, p. 15; Salahi R Sonyel, Minorities And The Destruction Of The Ottoman 	

Empire, Ankara 1993, pp. 11-12; Mücteba ‹lgürel, “XIV. Yüzy›lda Osmanl› Devleti'nin 		

Siyasi Durumu”, I. Kosova Zaferinin 600. Y›ldönümü Sempozyumu (Ankara, 26 April 1989), 	

Ankara 1992, p. 18; Feridun M. Emecen, ‹lk Osmanl›lar ve Bat› Anadolu Beylikler Dünyas›, 	

‹stanbul 2001, p. 34.
6 	 F.M.Emecen, “I. Kosova Savafl›'n›n Balkan Tarihi Bak›m›ndan Önemi”, I. Kosova Zaferinin 	

600. Y›ldönümü Sempozyumu (Ankara, 26 April 1989), Ankara 1992, p. 37.
7	 Afl›kpaflao¤lu Tarihi, Published by N. Ats›z, Ankara 1985, p. 66; Mehmed Neflrî, Kitâb-› 		

Cihannümâ Neflri Tarihi I, Published by. F.R.Unat-M.A. Köymen, Ankara 1987, p. 267; 		

Anonim, Tevârih-i Âl-i Osman, F. Giese Neflri, Published by. N. Azamat, ‹stanbul 1992, p. 		

37.
8	 This record is as follows:	

Cülûs eyledi tahta Y›ld›r›m Han,	

Atas›n›n yirinde oldu sultan,	

Karatova gümüfl madenlerini,

 	 Cevahir toptolu mahzenlerini, 	

Pafla Yi¤it Beyi Üsküp'e sald›,	

Vidin etraf›n› Firuz Bey ald›." Hadîdî, Tevârih- Âl-i Osman (1299-1523), Published by 		

N.Öztürk, ‹stanbul 1991, p. 108.



conquest of the city as 6th of January 13929.	

Appointed as an uc-begi (uc= frontier) to the city following the 
conquest, Pasha Yigit had previously worked as the sandjakbegi in 
Rumelia and commanded the occupation forces. This is indicative of the 
fact that Yörüks of Saruhan participated widely in conquests under the 
command of this leader of the tribe10. Having strategic significance as 
located in the borders, the city of Skopje was subjected to a systematic 
settlement after the conquest. The first architects and pioneers of the 
Ottoman conquests in the Balkans were, doubtless, the sect sheikhs. 
They contributed to the quick adoption of Turks’ reign by the local people 
and to the rapid increase in Turkish population. Ottomans’ spread in the 
region was peaceful and quick through religious tolerance provided by 
(istimalet) “tolerance” policy, exempting the monasteries and Orthodox 
Church from tax11. Turkmen tribes brought with themselves their language 
and culture to Balkans. Most of them established new villages under 
new names12. It is, however, obvious that Ottoman conquests were made 
to settle there, which were not just temporary adventurous or marauding 
movements13. Such Turkish-Islamic works as the inns, baths
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9	 John V.A. Fine, The Late Medieval Balkans A Critical Survey From The Late Twelfth Century 	

To The Ottoman Conquest, Michigan 1987, p. 412; Olivera Delcic, Skopje And Its Surrounding, 	

Zagreb 1986, p. 20;  A. Stojanovski, - I Kutarciev, - D.  Zografski – M. Apostolski, Istoriya 	

Na Makedonskiot Narod, Skopje 1988, p. 77; Duda, Balkantürkische Studien, p.15; Haz›m 	

Sabanovic, O Organ›zaciyi Turske Uprave U Srbiji u XV i XVI Viyeku, Beograd 1955, p. 60; 	

Bajraktarevic,"Üsküp" p. 1110.
10 	Ö.L.Barkan, “Osmanl› ‹mparatorlu¤unda Bir ‹skân ve Kolonizasyon Metodu Olarak 			

Sürgünler”, ‹ktisat Fakültesi Mecmuas› (‹FM). XIII/1-4 (‹stanbul, 1951-52), p. 72.
11 	Mücteba ‹lgürel, “‹stimâlet”, D‹A. XXIII, ‹stanbul 2001, p. 362.
12 	‹lhan fiahin- Feridun M. Emecen- Yusuf Halaço¤lu, “Turkish Settlements In Rumelia 			

(Bulgaria) In The 15th And 16th Centuries: Town And Village Population”, International 		

Journal of Turkish Studies (IJTS), IV / 2 (1988), pp. 25-26; Poul Hehn, “Man And The States 	

In Serbia, From The Fourteenth To The Mid-Nineteenth Century: A Study In Centralist And 	

Anti-Centralist Conflict”, Balkan Studies Vol: 27 / 1, Thessaloniki 1986, p. 12.
13	 F.M. Emecen, “XVI. As›rda Balkanlar›n Kuzeydo¤u Kesiminde ‹skân Tipleri ve Özellikleri 	

Hakk›nda Baz› Notlar”, V. Milletleraras› Türkiye ve Sosyal ve ‹ktisat Tarihi Kongresi 			

Tebli¤ler, Ankara 1990, pp. 543-550.
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and small mosques built in a short time in the places settled were quick 
to change the appearance of the cities, turning them into  Anatolian 
cities14.	

Bayezit I had placed the Muslim Turks on the region between Skopje 
and Nifl. Such places as Serez, Plovdiv, Babadag, Elbasan, Sarajevo, 
Silistre and Skopje had been rearranged by the uc-begis in such a way 
as to be new Turkish cities15. Yörüks had important roles in the settlement 
activities, too. Bulgaria had been densely populated by the Tanr›da¤›, 
Naldöken and Vize Yörüks; the place between Skopje and Stip by the 
Ofcabolu Yörüks, and the eastern Balkans by the Kocac›k Yörüks16. Most 
of the Catholics speaking Serbian in Skopje and Pristina converted to 
Islam. The same case was observed in and around Gostivar and Tetovo17, 
a case which is obviously marked in the Skopje register of 145518.	

This rise in population continued throughout the 15th century, resulting 
in the fact that the number of Muslim population in Balkans rose to 
194.958, and 60-80 % of the population in the cities were Muslim. In 
the early 16th century, 37.435 Turkmens were resettled in Balkans19. 	

The districts of the city  were partly indicative of an ethnic division. 
As known, the basic unit of settlement in the Ottoman cities was district. 
Each district contained different communities having their own traditions

14	 Yusuf Halaço¤lu, “Kurulufltan Günümüze Bulgaristan'da Türk Nüfusu”, V. Milletleraras› 		

Türkiye Sosyal ve ‹ktisat Tarihi Kongresi Tebli¤ler, Ankara 1990, p. 505.
15	 Halil ‹nalc›k, The Middle East And The Balkans Under The Ottoman Empire Essays On 		

Economy And Society, Bloomington 1993, pp. 46, 124.
16 	For the settlements of these yoruks, see Mehmet ‹nbafl›, Rumeli Yörükleri (1544-1675), 		

Erzurum 2000.
17	 Hasan Kaleshi, “Türklerin Balkanlara Girifli ve ‹slamlaflt›rma”, TED 10-11, (1981), pp.190-	

192.
18 	Baflbakanl›k Osmanl› Arflivi in Istanbul (BOA). Maliyeden Mudevver Defterleri (Finance 		

Department Correspondance) ( MAD) 12 miscellaneous papers.
19 	Speros Vryonis, “The Conditions And Cultural Significance of The Ottoman Conquest In 		

The Balkans”, Actes Du IIe Congrés International Des Etudes Du Sud-Est Europeén, Tome 	

III, (7-13 Mai 1970), Athens 1978, pp. 13-15.



and life styles. The place of praying or bazaar was the centre of the 
community, which would be opened and extended when necessary. 
Therefore, a district can be regarded not only as a physical centre of all 
the city life but also as the local unit of the whole community, guild or 
nation20.	

In the classical age, Skopje was a significant city famous for its 
castles, inns, baths, caravanserais, bazaars, mosques, small mosques and 
medreses (Muslim theological school), and for its Sandjakbegi, with 
military, administrative and religious officials, as of 1551 in the Balkans. 
The city also had a lot of districts mostly populated by the Muslims21.

Date	 Muslim District	 Non-Muslim District	          Total
1455		 23			   8			 31
1468		 33			 12			 45
1529		 51			 13			 64
1544		 53			 14			 67
1569		 57			 10			 67	

The districts in Skopje were founded among the mosques built by 
‹shak Bey, ‹sa Beg, Hamza beg and Oruç Pasha a being the early great
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20	 For more comprehensive information on the position and structure of Turk-Islamic cities, 		

see Max Weber, fiehir; Modern Kentin Oluflumu, translated by Musa Ceylan, ‹stanbul 2000; 	

Maurice M. Cerasi, Osmanl› Kenti:Osmanl› ‹mparatorlu¤u’nda 18. ve 19. Yüzy›llarda Kent 	

Uygarl›¤› ve Mimarisi, trans. by A.Ataöv, ‹stanbul 1999; R.B. Serjeant, ‹slâm fiehri, trans. 	

by E. Topçugil, ‹stanbul 1992; Özer Ergenç, XVI. Yüzy›lda Ankara ve Konya: Osmanl› Klasik 	

Dönemi Kent Tarihçili¤i, Ankara 1995; The same author. “Osmanl› fiehirlerinde Yönetim 		

Kurumlar›n›n Niteli¤i Üzerine Baz› Düflünceler”, VIII. T.T.Kong., Ankara 1981, pp. 1265-		

1274; The same author, “fiehir Tarihi Araflt›rmalar› Hakk›nda Baz› Düflünceler”, Belleten 		

203, 1988, pp. 675-683; The same author, “Osmanl› fiehrinde Esnaf Örgütlerinin Fizik 		

Yap›ya Etkileri”, Türkiye'nin Sosyal ve Ekonomik Tarihi (1071-1920), Ankara 1980, pp. 		

103-104; Ö.L. Barkan, “Quelques Remarques Sur La Constitution Sociale Et Demographique 	

Des Villes Balkaniques Au Cours Des XV Et XVI Siecles”, Istanbul A La Jonct›on Des 		

Cultures Balkaniques, Mediterranneennes, Slaves Et Orientales Aux XVI-XIX Siecles, 		

Bucarest 1977 p. 290; The same author, “‹maret Sitelerinin Kuruluflu ve ‹flleyifline Ait 		

Araflt›rmalar”, ‹FM. XXIII, ‹stanbul 1963, pp. 238-240.
21	 BOA. MAD. 12, TD. 4, TD. 149, TD. 232, TD. 190.
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commanders, and by the rich merchants and craftsmen.	

The population of Skopje between 1455 and 1569 is given in the table 
below. 
The estimated population of the city22:     		

   	 Year  Percent  Year  Percent   Year   Percent   Year  Percent  Year Percent			

1455  %  1468  %  1529   % 1544  %  1569    %
Muslim 		 2584   63    3362  69    2947    73   4810  	80 	 8080  77
Non-Muslim	1507   37    1539   31   1098     27  1251 	20   	2445  23
Total	 4.091	 4.901	 4.045	 6.061	 10.525(persons)	

As can be seen, there appeared a three-fold increase in the number 
of Muslim population in 115 years. However, the rise in the number of 
non-Muslim population was lower. To these estimated figures if we add 
10 % as the administrative class, the population of the city would be 
higher.	

 Among the non-Muslim elements as from 1529, there is  a small 
number of Jews known as ‘Cemaat-› Yahudiyan’23  and a non-Muslim 
community known as ‘Cemaat-› F›rengan’ in 154424. These, as reported 
by Barkan, were the merchants of Raguza25. Doubtless, Jews and 
merchants of Raguza had played a great role in the development of the 
trade life in the city. Jews had inhabited down the Castle in the north of 
the River Vardar and the west of ‹bn-i Payko district26. The majority of 
the non-Muslims were the Albanians and Macedonians as well as a small 
number of Armenians. They were mostly engaged in trade. The number 
of those who converted to Islam among the non-Muslims27 was quite

22	 TD. 4, TD. 149, TD. 232, TD. 190.
23	 BOA. TD 149, pp. 13-16; TD 232, pp. 22-27.
24 	BOA. TD 232, p. 26.
25  Barkan,  “Quelques Remarques Sur Les Villes Balkaniques”,  p.  294.
26 	Salnâme-i Vilâyet-i Kosova 1310, map.
27	 Galaba Palikruseva, “Islamisation De La Region Reka Dans Le Nord-Est De La Macedoine”, 	

La Macedoine Et Les Macedoniens Dans Le Passe, Skopje 1970 p. 138.



high. The population increase in the city continued in the second half 
of the century, as well. It appears that the Muslim Turks settled mostly 
in the city centre. Therefore, non-Muslim population was scattered in 
the villages. It was for this reason that 27 % of the kaza’s population 
were Muslims while 73 % were non-Muslims. However, natural disasters 
that occurred at times were quite an influential factor on the population 
of the kaza. The earthquake that occurred on 25th November 1560 highly 
damaged the city of Skopje and its villages28.	

One of the travellers coming to the city in the mid-16th century, 
Bernardo reports that the population of the city was small and the number 
of the houses was insignificant but the inhabitants were forcibly 
Islamicised. Another traveller Camino Di Constantinople, coming to the 
city in 1573, and Soranzo in 1575, report that the houses are quite 
convenient and practical though made of mud, and that there is an 
important and dynamic trade life in the city29. The famous traveller 
Evliya Çelebi, who came to the city in 1661, gave detailed information 
about the city30.
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28	 This record of the earthquake is as follows: “Üsküp Be¤i Atayi Be¤e hüküm ki, Nefs-i 			

Üsküp'ün âb-› havas› ile imtizac idemeyüb ve sab›ka  vaki' olan zelzeleden sakin oldu¤un 		

hane dahi haraba müflrif olub, nefs-i Pirlepe'de mütemekkin olman bab›nda icazet-i 			

hümayunum taleb etme¤in buyurdum ki, arz ittü¤ün üzere e¤er Pirlepededir ve e¤er her 		

kande dilersen oturub hemen sanca¤›n h›fz ve h›raseti ve zabt ve s›yaneti bab›nda dakika 		

fevt itmeyüb enva-› ikdam ve ihtimam›n zuhura getirüb ehl-i fesad ve flenaat›n mukteza-› 		

fler-i flerif üzere hakk›ndan gelüb muhtac-› arz olan› yazub bildiresin". BOA. MD. III  p. 568 	

(1657). As indicated here, upon the earthquake in Skopje the sandjakbegi of the city, Atayi 	

beg, left the city to stay in Prilep for a while.
29 	Stephane Yerasimos, Les Voyageurs Dans L'Empire Ottoman (XIV-XVI Siecles), Ankara 		

1991 pp. 33-34.
30	 “...Vardar Nehri'nin yemîn ve yesâr›nda bir vasi‘ musattah çemenzâr ve bostanl› yerde olub 	

nehrin semt-i garb›nda ve oldu¤u yerde nice bin kârgir  imaret vard›r. Yetmifl aded mahallât› 	

vard›r... fiehir dahi iki bin kadar dükkan ile piraste olub gayet müzeyyendir... fiehrin onbin 	

altm›fl kadar tahtânî ve fevkânî  kârgir ra‘nâlar› var ki k›rm›z› kiremit ile müzeyyen ve 		

ma‘mur hândanlard›r.” Evliya Çelebi, Seyahatnâme V., pp. 554-555. As remarked by Evliya 	

Çelebi, there used to be big gardens in both sides of the city as well as a number of social 		

institutions; there were also 70 districts and about 2000 shops.
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	Camino Di Costantinopoli determined the population of the city to 
be 24.000 in 1573, Erizzo 28.000 in 1575, and Soranzo 30.000 in the 
same year31. According to Kostic, the population of the city increased 
nearly to 60.000 towards the end of the 17th century. After Piccolomini, 
the Austrian General, conquered and destroyed the city in 1689 mass 
migration was marked from the city, resulting in the decrease of population. 
The Turks who migrated from Skopje came to ‹stanbul to settle around 
Eyüp, establishing the District of Skopje32.	

The information given above concerning the population of the city 
is taken from the tahrir  (survey) registers containing the results of the 
census carried out to determine the tax basis. These registers also form 
the majority of the basic sources containing numerical data about the 
Ottoman history.	

Tahrir registers were replaced by the Cizye (poll-tax) and Avar›z 
Notebooks, which seemed to be kept as early as the 17th and 18th 
centuries and even the early 19th century. In some cases both registers 
based on the same census, serve for an economic census as well. When 
the purpose of the census system considered, both of these notebooks 
were an extension of the classical register tradition, produced by the 
different offices of the Ottoman Finance system33. However, to use the 
data of the avar›z notebooks for the estimate of population may not give 
positive results. Therefore, 17th and 18th centuries are regarded as the 
Dark Age or era in which there is little record of demography.

Skopje in the 19th Century	

It is possible to obtain more authentic information concerning the 
population of Skopje in the 19th century. The census of 1831, is considered

31	 Yerasimos, Les Voyageurs, p.31.
32	 Nazif Hoca, "Üsküb", ‹A XIII, pp. 124-125.
33 	Oktay Özel, “Avâr›z ve Cizye Defterleri”, Osmanl› Devleti’nde Bilgi ve ‹statistik, prepared 	

by Halil ‹nalc›k – fievket Pamuk, Ankara 2000, p. 35.



to be one of the important reforms during the reign of Mahmut II (1808-
1839). The abolition of the Janissary system and the 1831 census, in the 
aftermath of the Ottoman-Russian battle in 1828-29, was aimed at 
determining the military potential of the country rather than the 
determination of land tax collection. The male population had been 
recorded in the Empire in this census as well. These were the Muslim 
men who were eligible to military service. On the other hand, non-
Muslim population who were included in cizye and bedel-i askeriye 
(money equivalent of military service) had been classified as Armenian, 
Jew, K›bti (Gypsy)34.	

Having a rich potential of source for the researches on the economic 
and social history of the Ottoman Empire of the 19th century, “Emlak, 
Arazi, Hayvanat ve Temettuat Defterleri” reveal significant data35. There 
are 365 temettuat registers of the kaza of Skopje. At the same time Nüfus 
Defters (population registers), which are included in Kamil Kepeci Tasnifi 
(classification), are among the important sources of the period. Some of 
these registers were kept for cizye, tax collection and some others for 
population figures. There are two population registers in this classification 
of Skopje. One of them is the population register of the years 1841-42 
and the other is cizye register of the year 184636. These registers are of 
great significance in that they determine the tax units and military 
population in the Ottoman State. This is why its data is reliable to a large 
extent. However, these registers refer to the number of household and 
the whole population is not included.	

In the introductory part of this population registers of the kaza of 
Skopje, the reason it was included and the dates it refered were
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34	 Cem Behar, “Osmanl› Nüfus ‹statistikleri ve Cizye defterleri”, Osmanl› Devleti’nde Bilgi 		

ve ‹statistik, prepared by, Halil ‹nalc›k – fievket Pamuk, Ankara 2000, p. 68.
35 	Tevfik Güran, “19. Yüzy›l Temettuat Tahrirleri”, Osmanl› Devleti’nde Bilgi ve ‹statistik, 		

prepared by, Halil ‹nalc›k – fievket Pamuk, Ankara 2000, p. 75.
36	 BOA. KKT. 6372; KKT. 6579.
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pointed out37. Accordingly, it covers the data of a six months’ 
period,namely 178 days, from 19th August 1841 till 11th February 1842.	

The most outstanding point of the records in the notebooks is that the 
number of household is given along with the name of the district and 
also the names, appearances and residence-house numbers of those who 
come and go out of the city as well as those who die are specified38. 
First of all, the Muslim population is recorded in the notebook according 
to the districts they live, and then those who live in villages are shown 
as household. Non-Muslim population is recorded under the heading of 
“yerlü reaya” (native population). The distribution of the Muslims and 
non-Muslims residing in the city centre according to their residence 
district is as follows39:

District Name	  Muslim Household	 Non-Muslim Household
Bülbül Zaim		 -			 4
Cami-i Atik		 28			 -
Cedid ‹sa Be¤ maa 
fieyh Ramazan	37	 2
Debba¤ fiahin		 20			 8
Derviflan		 10			 2
Emir Hoca 		 8			 -
Eyne Bey		 13			 1
Gazi Mentefl		 35			 17
Hac› Balaban 		 9			 -

37	 “Defter-i oldur ki, iki yüz elli yedi senesi Receb-i flerifinin gurresinden Zi’l-hiccenin gayetine 	

de¤in nefs-i Üsküb ve kazâs›nda sâkin bi’l-cümle ehl-i ‹slâm›n mütevellid ve müteveffâlar›n›n 	

diyâr-› âhardan gelen ve gidenlerin mikdar ve kemiyetini mübeyyin alt› mâhl›k nüfus yoklama 	

defteridir. Selh-i Zi’l-hicce sene 57” BOA. KKT. 6372, p. 53. In this register, the names of 		

the Muslims who were born, died, left or came to the city are indicated.
38	 For example, “Orta boylu sar› b›y›kl› ‹smail b. ‹slam yafl 35, Cedid ‹sa Be¤ Mahallesine 		

nakl edib mahalle-i mezburun nihayetinde 185 numroda kayd flud 14 N. 57”, “O¤lu Hurflid 	

yafl 8 bu dahi” This gives a detailed description of those who left the city. And the ones who 	

died are described as follows: “Uzun boylu Ali b. Bilal yafl 40 fevt flud fi 11 N. Sene 57”. 		

BOA. KKT. 6372, p. 53.
39	 BOA. KKT. 6372; KKT. 6579



District Name	  Muslim Household	 Non-Muslim Household
Hac› Hayreddin	 11			 -
Hac› Kas›m		 6			 -
Hac› Lala		 14			 5
Hac› Muhyeddin	 21			 2
Hac› Taceddin		 18			 -
Hac› Yunus		 27			 2
Haracc› Selahaddin	 47			 61
Hatuncuklar		 38			 -
Hazinedâr ‹smail	 14			 -
Hoca fiems		 7			 1
Hüdavirdi		 21			 -
‹bn Bahri		 16			 -
‹bn Çebni		 18			 -
‹bn Kocac›k		 34			 -
‹bn Muhtesib		 17			 6
‹bn Ömer		 35			 -
‹bn Payko		 67			 65
‹bn fiahin		 12			 -
‹shak Be¤		 12			 -
‹skender Gazi		 84			 10
‹smail Voyvoda	 22			 -
Kad› Çay›r›		 -			 7
Kapucu Hamza	 39			 -
Kara Kapucu		 34			 -
Kas›m Gazi		 31			 -
Katib fiahin		 27			 25
Kebirî Mehmed Çelebi  60			 5
Muhyeddin Be¤	 4			 -
Muradiye		 9			 -
Oruç Pafla		 58			 -
Pazarbafl›		 24			 -
Sö¤ütlü		 -			 5
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District Name	  Muslim Household	 Non-Muslim Household
Tophane		 -			 19
Yeni			 -			 8
Yi¤it Pafla		 29			 40
Total			 1016			 295	

As can be noted, there were 44 districts in the city centre of Skopje 
in the years 1841-42. In these, Muslims inhabited 39 and non-Muslims 
inhabited 5. Muslims and non-Muslims populated 16 districts co-
habitingly. Considering the fact that there were 57 Muslim districts and 
10 non-Muslim districts in the 16th century, it can be said that population 
was mostly muslim. While there were non-Muslim districts in the 16th 
century such as Andronik, Nicole, Dimity, Kurasin, Radmanya, etc., 
only ‹bn Payko District was recorded in 1841-42 as different from the 
earlier years. Half of it was, however, populated by the Muslims. Of the 
57 districts that had already existed in the 16th century, 33 were recorded 
under the same name. It is concluded that 5 new districts were established 
in 1841-42.	

Most of the the names of places are called with trade and profession 
of its inhabitants; such as Haracc› (racketeer), Voyvoda (tax collector), 
Pazarbafl› (stall-holder), Kap›c› (doorkeeper), Katip (clerk), Debba¤ 
(leather), Hazinedar (treasurer), etc, which is interesting. In addition, 
there are some districts bearing the names of commandants and respected 
people who made contributions for Skopje to come under the domination 
of the Turks. Among them are Gazi Mentes, Pasha Yigit, etc.	

There were some guild units mentioned under the name of tailor, 
ironmonger, coffee-man (meaning owner of coffee house), nalband 
(black-smith), sarraç (saddler), abac› (cloak maker), tüfekçi (rifle-maker), 
lüleci (ringlet-maker) and painter, all of whom were under the service 
of Mustafa Pasha when he was the chief of Skopje in 1841-42, but there 
was no mention of the number of their households or members40.

40	 BOA. KKT. 6372,  p. 74.



Similarly, there were 36 households coming from other places, known 
as ‘yabanc› ehl-i islam’ (the Muslims who come to the city from another 
place). Another one who had come from another kaza for the purpose 
of education was also recorded41. There were 1076 Muslim households 
in 52 villages recorded next to Skopje. In the six months period between 
18th August 1841 and 11th February 1842, there were 127 cases of birth 
and 130 cases of death; while 15 new people joined the city, 12 people 
left the city.	

It is noted that in the population register notebook of Skopje only 
non– Muslims who are born, die, leave the district or settle in the city 
are recorded by name.42 The non-Muslims in the city centre resided in 
21 different districts. 5 of them were completely  of non-Muslims while 
the other districts were co-inhabited by both Muslims and non-Muslims. 
There were a total of 295 households in these districts. Non-Muslims 
were settled in 117 different villages next to Skopje and there were 2382 
households in them43. There were 203 births, 161 deaths in the six 
months’ period from 1841 to 1842; also 47 people came to the city from 
other kazas while 29 left the city. The Jews in the city centre lived in the 
downward part of the castle and the north of Vardar; the number of their 
households had no mention at all, but the only record concerning them 
was that of 5 births in 1841-4244.	

There were a variety of artisan groups among the non-Muslims and 
the most common of them were jeweller, clothe-maker, oarsman, tailor, 
shoemaker, coppersmith and packsaddle. Muslim K›btis (gypsy) were 
settled in 26 villages away from each other while no mention was made 
of the number of their households45.
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41	 Ibid, p. 74.
42 	This record is as follows:“...Bilcümle yerlü reayan›n mütevellid ve mürde ve diyâr-› âhardan 	

gelen ve gidenlerin mikdâr›n› ve kemiyetini mübeyyin alt› mahl›k defterdir”, Ibid, p. 79.
43	 Ibid, pp. 79-106.
44 	Ibid, p. 106.
45	 Ibid, pp. 107-109.



MEHMET ‹NBAfiI 293

	According to the data obtained, the population Muslim and non 
Muslim proportion of the city and kaza can be compared as follows:			

Muslim Household	 N o n - M u s l i m  H o u s e h o l d
City			 1016			 295
Country		 1076			 2382
Total			 2092			 2677	

According to these figures, the estimated population of the city and 
kaza between the years 1841 and 1842 is as follows46 (displays the 
proportion of all communities)			

Muslim	      Non-Muslim	     K›btî/Gypsy	      Jew	      Total

City		 5080	          1475	          500             250	     7305
Country	 5380	        11910	          500	       -	   17790
Total	           10460	        13385	        1000	     250	   25095	

The number of Gypsies and Jews are given on an estimated average. 
According to these data, the population of the city centre of Skopje was 
7305 household in 1841-42 while its population both in the city and kaza 
was approximately 25095. 70 % of the population in the city were 
Muslims while 30 % were non-Muslims; and in the kaza 41 % were 
Muslims while 59 % were non-Muslims. Consequently, it obviously 
appears that there was no important change in the ratio of the city 
population, which was 72.5 % Muslims and 22.5 % non-Muslims.	

A lot of studies have dealt with the population of Balkans and 
Macedonia in the 19th century. The situation in Macedonia is complicated 
due to of both its geography and the mixed population there. The parties 
involved have made the issue more complicated with the reports they 
prepared to their own interest. Completely different figures as claimed 
by the parties reveal the complicated characteristic of the case rather

46	 Each household is considered to consist of  five people on average.



than giving reliable results47. Some researchers who later evaluated this 
case have given the populations of the city at one given time and that 
of the kaza at another time. However, it appears that the registers kept 
by the Ottomans are more reliable in terms of the figures related to the 
population and determined values. We have carried out a comparative 
evaluation of their figures and the ones we have obtained from the other 
records that we have analyzed. According to this study;

Dates	    Muslim	 Non-Muslim        Gypsy       Jew                Total
179748		 -		 -		 -	 -	 5000-6000
182049		 -		 -		 -	 -	 3000
183150		 9660		 11700		 900	 -	 22960
183551		 6000		 9000		 -	 -	 15000
183552		 -		 -		 -	 -	 10000
184053		 -		 -		 -	 -	 15000
1841-4254	 -		 -		 -	 -	 25095
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47 	Kemal Beydilli, “II. Abdülhamid Devrinde Makedonya Meselesine Dair”, Osmanl› 			

Araflt›rmalar› X, ‹stanbul 1989, p. 79.
48	 Milka Zdraveva, “Territorial Changes in The Balkan Peninsula After The Berlin Congress 		

and its Effect on The Economic Life of Macedonia”, Macedoine (Articles D’Histoire), 		

Skopje 1981, p. 182.
49 	Fikret Adan›r, “The Macedonian Question: The Socio-Economic Reality And The Problems 	

of Its Historiographic Interoperation”, International Journal of Turkish Studies, 1984-86/3, 	

1-2, pp. 54-55; Fikret Adan›r, Makedonya Sorunu, ‹stanbul 2001, pp. 6-8.
50 	E.Z. Karal, Osmanl› ‹mparatorlu¤unda ‹lk Nüfus Say›m› 1831, Ankara 1943, p. 199. Acc. 		

to the census of 1831, There were 35618 Muslims, 54593 non-Muslims and 90211 in total 	

in the sandjak of Skopje. Cem Behar, Osmanl› ‹mparatorlu¤u’nun ve Türkiye’nin Nüfusu 		

1500-1927, Ankara 1996, p. 24.
51 	Victor Berard, “La Macedoine”, Le Question Orientale Article Par Lavisse Et Berard T›rés 	

De La Revue De Par›s 1897, p. 530.
52 	Adan›r, “The Macedonian Question”, pp. 54-55; Zdraveva, too, gives the number of 10000. 	

“Territorial Changes in The Balkan”, p. 182.
53 	Adan›r, “The Macedonian Question”, pp.54-55.
54 	BOA. KKT. 6372.



MEHMET ‹NBAfiI 295

186055		 13000		 7000		 -	 -	 20000
187056		 13000		 7000		 -	 800	 20800
187757		 16462		 14586		 307	 160	 31515
188258		 17770		 16382		 -	 -	 34152
188859		 -		 -		 -	 -	 25000
189060		 15000		 14100		 1920	 -	 32000	

As above quite different population figures of the city and kaza of 
Skopje are listed. Of these, the most reliable ones are the ones belonging 
to the years 1831 and 1841-42. As the population of the kaza and sandjak 
is given collectively in salnames (annual), it is difficult to determine the 
city population. While the Muslims were in larger numbers in the city 
centre in the early century, their number came to be less than that of the 
non-Muslims towards the end of the century. It prevails that particularly 
the gypsies settled in and around Skopje in 1844. Following the Ottoman-
Russian War in 1877-78, some of the Turks in the Vilayet of Tuna 
migrated towards the East while some arrived in Bitola and Skopje 
through Kiustendil. 100.000 emigrants gathered in the Vilayet of Kossova 
in 1879-80 and most of them were in the sandjaks of Prizren and Skopje61.

55 	Nazif Hoca, “Üsküp”, p.124. Having come to the city in the mid-XIX. Century, the French 	

traveller Amy Blue reports that the population of the city was around 100.000, which seems 	

quite exaggerated.  Delcic, Skopje, p. 23.
56 	Adan›r, “The Macedonian Question”, pp.54-55.
57 	Skender R›zaj, “XIX. Yüzy›l›n ‹kinci Yar›s›nda Kosova Eyaleti'nin ‹ktisadi Durumu”, Prilozi 	

30 (1980), Sarajevo 1980, p. 370.
58 	R›zaj, “Kosova Eyaleti”, p. 371; there are some conflicting points in the information from 		

different sources about the population of the city. For example, Shaw claims that in the 		

year 1885 the population of the city and kaza was 40.256 Muslims, 6.665 Orthodox and 724 	

Jews. Stanford J.Shaw, “Ottoman Population Movements During The Last Years Of The 		

Ottoman Empire, 1885-1914, Some Preliminary Remarks”, Osmanl› Araflt›rmalar› I, ‹stanbul 	

1980, p. 200.
59 	fi. Sami, Kamusü'l-A'lam II, p. 932; Halil ‹nalc›k, “Türkler ve Balkanlar”, Balkanlar, ‹stanbul 	

1993, p. 30.
60 	Adan›r, “The Macedonian Question”, pp.54-55.
61	 Nedim ‹pek, Rumeli’den Anadolu’ya Türk Göçleri, Ankara 1994, pp. 34, 175.



A Christian district of 55 houses was established in the city in 1884 and 
was named Teflvikiye62.	

In 1898 there were 9 patrols, 32 mosques, 17 small mosques, 8 
medreses, 19 tekkes, 4 churches, 1 synagogue, 2 metropolitans, 17 Muslim 
and 17 non-Muslim school buildings, 1 printing house, 4 Turkish baths, 
26 mills, 8 hotels, 1 clock tower, 75 restaurants and pubs, 44 inns, 32 
cafes and coffeehouses, 69 bread - bakeries, 32 fountains and 1410 
shops63, in Skopje.	

The Ottomans’ census of 1905 reveals the most reliable data about 
the population. This census included not only the official authorities of 
the state but also the representatives of the local associations and thus 
a sort of auto-control was created. As followed in the lists prepared, the 
system followed in the census was carried out on the basis of religious-
sectarian membership. According to these data, the population of 
Macedonia was 3 millions and of them, 1.5 millions were Muslims, 
890.000 were Bulgarians, 301.000 were Rums, 100.000 were Serbians 
and about 100.000 were vlahs64. Invaded by the Serbians in 1912, by 
the Bulgarians in 1915, the city was later, on 11th of September 1918, 
passed by the allied forces to the Serbians. There appears to be a significant 
decrease in the population of the city within this period65. A great pressure 
was exerted on the Muslim Turk inhabitants after the Serbians took the 
control of the city, that resulted in the migration of 752 families from 
Skopje on 27th of January 191366. The city population appeared to be
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62 	Pars Tu¤lac›, Osmanl› fiehirleri, ‹stanbul 1985, pp. 402-403.
63 	Salnâme-i Vilâyet-i Kosova, Üsküp 1314, p. 211.t
64 	Beydilli, “Makedonya Meselesi”, pp. 79-80; Tevfik Temelkuran, “Makedonya Meselesine 	

Dair Bir Layiha”, Güneydo¤u Avrupa Araflt›rmalar› Dergisi (GDAAD) I, ‹stanbul 1972, pp. 	

147-148; Kemal Karpat, Osmanl› Nüfusu (1830-1914), ‹stanbul 2003, p. 301.
65 	N.Hoca, “Üsküb”, ‹A, p.125 ;Delcic, Skopje, p. 14.
66 	Ahmet Halaço¤lu, Balkan Harbi S›ras›nda Rumeli'den Türk Göçleri (1912-1913), Ankara 		

1994, pp. 16-17, 51; Gülnihal Bozkurt, Alman-‹ngiliz Belgelerinin ve Siyasi Geliflmelerin 		

Ifl›¤› Alt›nda Gayr-i Müslim Osmanl› Vatandafllar›n›n Hukûki Statüleri, Ankara 1989, pp. 		

192-193.
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37.000 in the census conducted by the Serbians in 191367. The population 
increased to 41.066 in 192168, to 64.807 in 1931-69, to 80.000 in 1941 
but fell back to 76.000 in 1944 due to the sad consequences of the World 
War II. The number of the Turks in Macedonia in 1961 was 131.000. 
Despite the diminished population as a result of the devastating earthquake 
in 1963, the city still stands as the largest city of Macedonia with its 126 
units (districts) of settlement70. 	

While there were 21 mosques, 27 small mosques and 16 tekkes in the 
city in 1921, there are only 7 mosques and 2 to 3 small mosques today. 
A large number of these mosques were left to ruin or destroyed in the 
course of time. Some of them were restored and some were left to 
destruction after the earthquake in 196371.

Conclusion	

In conclusion, it appears that there are different figures in the works 
of the western travellers and in the Ottoman registers  about the city of 
Skopje. It is however, apparent to us that the Ottoman registers are more 
reliable than the other sources. This is because the figures of the travellers 
even the same year or years are quite different from each other. As the 
households were recorded for the tax collection or military 
purposes in the Ottoman registers, a regular and reasonable increase can 
be traced in them. These registers contain the most comprehensive details 
about the fluctuations in the population during or after natural disasters 
or conquests, plus about those who migrated to other cities and who 
died. The western researchers also confirm this case.

67 	Adan›r, “The Macedonian Question”, pp.54-55.
68 	N.Hoca, “Üsküb”, ‹A, p. 125.
69 	Bajraktarevic,., "Üsküb" E‹ IV, p. 1111; there are also some who show the population of the 	

city to be 122.143 in 1960. M.K. Özergin, “Yugoslavya'da Yaflayan Türkler”, Türk Kültürü, 	

Say› 11, Eylül 1963, p. 15.
70 	Skopje And Its Surround›ngs, pp. 14-15.
71 	Bajraktarev›c, F., "Üsküb" E‹ IV, p. 1110.



	The former Yugoslavian President Tito delivered a speech on 27th 
July 1963, following the big earthquake in 1963: “Skopje was devastated 
by a terrible earthquake. Yet the city was re-built thanks to the great 
donations and help of our people. The city will stand out as the symbol 
of the Yugoslavian unity and brotherhood as well as of the world-wide 
solidarity”. However, the case in the region today is quite opposite to 
what Tito said then.
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